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SUBJECT: CRESTED CAP 75 

1. EXERCISE CRESTED CAP IS THE ANNUAL DEPLOYMENT OF FOUR 
USAF TACTICAL FIGHTER SQUADRONS (TOTAL - 96 AIRCRAFT) 
FROM THE US TO THE FRG. IT FULFILLS A COMMITMENT UNDER 
THE 1967 TRILATERAL AGREEMENT WITH THE UK AND THE FRG 
UNDER WHICH THESE AIRCRAFT WERE DUAL-BASED IN THE US. 
CRESTED CAP 75 IS SCHEDULED FOR APRIL-MAY 1975. 

2. REQUEST YOU APPROACH APPROPRIATE HOST-GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS AND PROPOSE THAT CRESTED CAP 75 BE 
RESCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 1975. IN PRESENTING 
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ACCEPT OUR OBLIGATION UNDER THE 1967 TRILATERAL AGREEMENT. 
SINCE NATO SCHEDULES EXERCISES BY CALENDAR YEAR AND 
CRESTED CAP 75 WOULD REMAIN WITHIN CALENDAR 1975, THE 
REQUIREMENT TO RETURN THE FOUR DUAL BASED FIGHTER SQUADRONS 
TO GERMANY EACH YEAR WOULD BE SATISFIED. YOU SHOULD ALSO 
EMPHASIZE THAT WE PLAN TO CONDUCT CRESTED CAP 75 WITH 
FOUR COMPLETE SQUADRONS. 

3. RESCHEDULING THE EXERCISE TO SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER HAS THE 
FOLLOWING ADVANTAGES: 

A. CRESTED CAP 75 FORCES WOULD AUGMENT THE FLYING ASSETS 

AVAILABLE FOR NATO (AFCENT) EXERCISE COLD FIRE (15-19 
SEPT). WE UNDERSTAND BOTH MOD BONN AND CINCENT HAVE 
PROPOSED TO EXPAND COLD FIRE INTO A MAJOR NATO CENTRAL 
REGION AIR-GROUND EXERCISE. 

B. CRESTED CAP 75 FORCES COULD PARTICIPATE IN EXERCISES 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH US EXERCISE REFORGER (OCT-NOV). 

C. PARTICIPATION IN THESE EXERCISES WILL PROVIDE 
EXCELLENT TRAINING FOR CRESTED CAP FORCES WHICH WOULD NOT 
BE AVAILABLE IN THE APRIL-MAY PERIOD. 

D. THE DELAY WILL ALLOW US TO FUND THE EXERCISE OUT OF 
THE FY 76 BUDGET. THEREBY RELIEVING SERIOUS FY 75 BUDGET 
PROBLEMS. 

4. EMBASSIES MAY USE POINTS A, B, AND C IN PARA 3 IN 
THEIR DISCUSSIONS WITH HOST GOVERNMENTS. 

5. REQUEST YOU REPORT HOST-GOVERNMENT VIEWS SO THAT WE MAY 
CONSIDER THEM IN OUR PLANNING. IF RESCHEDULING IS APPROVED, 

WE WILL INFORM NATO THROUGH CHANGE TO NATO EXERCISE 
SCHEDULE. 
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